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CliGJC^y ^Alearts New Resource for M ore ViLrant Ckurck 



Tke Atl anta unit of CliurcK ^(^ometi United 
kosts a celetration of World C o mm unity Day, 
6:30pni on Nov 6, Peacktree RoaJ MetLoiliBt- Call 
404/622 2235 for details an J resenfationa . 

Join tke UCC anil over 1,000 organiz;atioras woiimg 
to eliminate tke use ot landmines — copy (on card 
stock) tke enclosed postcard and ask your congrega- 
tion to mail tke cards, urging President Clinton to 
sign tke Treaty to Ban Landmines at tke world, lead- 
ers' Ottawa meeting in Decemter. For more informa- 
tion, call Joyce Myere-Brown: 404/876 2421 - 

Seminar and workskop re^isfa-ation infor- 
mation availakle from tke Conference office — 

• Two "transition and survival skills training experi- 
ences" from Columkia Tkeological Seminary in 
Atlanta: When the Honeymoon is Over: IS Months 
into the Ministry, Nov li-19; Exploring the Dy- 
namics in the First Pive Years of Ministry , Dec 8-9- 
C4 CIS CoatinJAiiig Education: 404/682 4562 

• CkmBukaiiort XXltl on Parish Ministry, to ke keU 
in Miami Beack Jan 5-9, 1998. Tkis year's 
tkeme: PmJing Your Way — The Pastor as Artist. 

• A Saturday retreat, Listening to Ourselves with 
Skill and Compassion , led. ky Rey. Ron Vinson at 
Holy Trinity Pariak in Decatur GA^ from 10am- 
4<pm on Jan 10. 

• Tke 23j:d Nortk American Conference on Ckris- 
tian Pkilantkropy, SaareJ Trust: Generations, Gen- 
erosity, Values and Vision, will run Fek 9"11 in 
Orlando, witk keynoter James Forkes. 

• Evangelism Connections 'Q8, jointly sponsored ky 
seven mainline denominations, w ill ke keli in At- 
lanta, April 17-18 

. Re visiting Your Call After Three Years in Ministry, 
at Columkia Tkeological Seminary, May 4-8 

Also availatle from tke Conference office — 

• Updates from tke office of UCC President Paul 
skerry on "tke significant ecumenical ackieve- 
menta of tke summer." 

. Inf ormation and liturgy for tke celekration of tke 
reconciliation of ordained ministries of tke UCC 
and Disciples of Ckrist 

Has your ckurck ordered materials for tke Decemker 
CliristmaS Ftmd offering? Tke Fund kelps gup- 
port retired Veterans of tke Cross and tkeir surviving 
spouses witk pension supplements, kealtk plan sukffl- 
dies, and otker kenefita. 
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Do you ha ve an idea for a new church program, hut cannot find the resources, funding 
or people to make tke idea hecome reality ? if your answer is "yes, ' 
FOR GROWTH & RENEWAL can kelp your congregation identify the need for the 
program, locate the essential resources and develop a plan to put great ideas into action 



Fred Coulter, Conference Associate 
for Congregational Renewal and Devel- 
opment, kas created tkis new resource 
in time for its introduction to pastors at 
Novemker clergy Cluster meetings. 

COVENANT FOR GROWTH & RE- 
NEWAL can kelp ckurckes identii^ areas 
of congregational life tkey want to en- 
kance, including 
worskip 

spiritual development 

music 

mission interpretation ani 
development 
Ckristian education 
communiiy ktlildin,g 
stewards kip 
youtk ministry 
UCC identity 
ckurck administration 
property management 
ckiireli facility Gonatruction, 
rcnovatioii or expansion 
A gtep-ky-step process, outlined in 
tke COVENANT FOR GROWTH & RE- 
NEWAL kooklet, first guides (ikui^k 
leaders in reflecting on tke congrega- 
tion's kistory, its present situation and 
its potential. TW program tken kelps 
leaaers prioritize areas of development 
and renewal, and specifically name tke 
vision tkat emerges from tki 



ni3 process 



emerges irom 

ikle to kelp con- 
gregations determine ways to make 
tkeir idea a reak%, tkrougk linking tke 
congregation witk tke appropriate peo- 
ple, materials and/or funding. 

Conceived ky Fred Coulter in con- 
jxmetion witk Conference Minister Tim 
Downs, COVENANT FOR GROWTH & 
RENEWAL also uses tke talents o fc on- 
ference Associates Joyce Hollyday and 
Dick Sales. Tkis team approack to 
kelping congregations grew out of tke 
Confe rence Staff's realization tkat 
witkin tke memkerskip of Soutkeast 
congregations lies a weal Itk of resources 
waiting to be tapped. COVENANT FOR 



GROWTH & RENEWAL seeks to link 
ckurckes, individuals and resources to- 
getker in a covenant of commitment, 
rke collakorative etfori intended ky 
COVENANT FOR GROWTH & RENEWAL 
gives congregations guidance, witkout 
making tkem dependent on Conference 
staff for program imp]ementatic)rj. 

Fred looks forward to working witk 
congregations interested in exploring 
COVENANT FOR GROWTH & RENEWAL. 
Tke clergy Cluster meetings will give 
pastors an opportunity to learn more 
akout tkis new resource — - and Fred 
will be pleased to answer individually 
any questions you niig kt nave. Contact 
nim tturougn tke conference office: 
800/807 1993, extension 201. 



Clergy Cluster Meetings... 

... give pastors a great ckance to con- 
nect witk otkers in misiffltry in tkeir 
region. Don 't miss this opportunity to 
network and fellowship with your UCC 
colleagues. See tke Conference Cal- 
endar for meeting details. 



What'i iniide . . . 

• Conference Clips 
from across the SEC 

• KYP 

United Church of Christ news 

• UCC Res ources 
education, stewardship and more 

• OCWM in tke SEC 

meet the new Conference staff 

• S toward sliip Notes 

on bipecial and Planned Giving 

• Transitions 

news of the SPC "family " 

• Tke Conference Calendar 

who's doing what, and when 



TiraiXSitxOlXS Stewar3slxip Notes 



if you have an item to contrihuie, caff Coitfermce 

office at 800/807 1993. . 

Deatks — 

• Rev. HugK Lasseter, on Oct 11 

• George Kokari, fatker of Marta Morrison and 

er-in-laW" of Tim MoBOBon, Oct 28 

Marriages 

• Jennifer Crane to Joe "Pete" Moss, Jr. on Sept 15 
illnesses — 

• Howard Easley, son of Alton and Frances Easley 
of Andalusia, AL, struggling witk cancer 

• Tke fatker of Joyce Holkrtlay 

• GiLj ones, fatker of Buad Friend-Jones 

Recovering — 

• Helen Pearson, from liip replacement sisrgeiy 

• Andrew Frierson, from surgery 
. Ed Sckneider, from gingery 

Transfers of Standing — 

• KaUie Stone, from Soutkwest 

• W^lntkrop Stone, from Soutkwest 

• W^illiam RayLert from Penn Nortkeast 

Travelling — 

• Fred Coulter, to New Zealand witk a group of 
youtk, from mid-DeeemLer tkrougk mid-January 



Witk m an iahip and giving season, the UCC Commissmn &n 

Development offers a varietu of services and materi&ls to assist local congregations in 
identifying and enhancing development opportunjiies. Sarfi^f AfS year, Nancy Fogal 
was named as Director of Special Giving to enhance communication and encourage 
support of specific giving needs in tke UCC s ministries. 

Special Gj-ving 

By identil^dng programs and projects tkat address a wide variety of critical needs in 
tke ekurck and society, Special Gmng enables donors to contriLute to tkeir partic- 
ular area of concern in a specific mai»ec Dollar amounts of prQ|e!Efba range from 
$1,000 "sckolarskipg" to $500,00d/year pmgrams, botk in tke U.S. and abroad. 

Tke Commission offers — - 

• researck on ways a giver's interests may ke addressed tkrougk existing ministries 

• exploration of various forms of current and deferred gifts — from one-time out- 
rigkt contrikutions to lifc-income gifts and kequests — and gift fimding options 

• gift record-keeping, reminder notices for pledges over time, year-end statements 

• information on tax deductions and tax savings opportunities 

• consultation — hy pkone or in person — widx poteritial donoca 

planned Giving 

In addition to Special Giving services, tke Commission provides — 

• explanatory materials on tke varieties o f Life I ncome Gifts 

• workakops on endowment kuilding, ckaritakle estate planning and otker topics 

• personalized illustrations of tke exact kenekts of Life Income gifts (at no cost) 

• consultation witk donors and tkeir financial and legal advisors 

• estakliskment, administration and management of deferred gifts to simultane- 
ously ituppdrt a nvmiker of ckaritakle kenei^ciaries 

To contact Rev. Fogal, call 216/736 2290. To onler krockures, videos and giving 
materials, call United Ckurck Resources at 800/325 706l. 
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eet your Conference Staff team 



Witk a four -year, $20,000 matcking funds grant from tke national UCC and. funds from our 
associations, tke Sou^©agt Conference kas created, a staff tkat Lrings togetker a variety of talents and 
experience into an innovative and far-reacking team. Under tke leaderskip of Conference Minister 
Tim Downs, tkis team of tkree one-tkirJ-time Conference Associates and a part-time 
communications professional mil seek to support tke ckurckes across tke Soutkeast as tkey represent 
tke UCC and its mission in tkeir local Oipjaimunities. Tkanks to recent upgrades in tke Conference 
telepkone and computer facilites, tkese merakers of tke Conference staff — wko kve in different 
regions of tke Soutkeast — can look forward to ongoing and effective connection witk all of tke 
ckurckes of our far-flung Conference family. 

Rev. Timotky C. Downs, Confersnce Minister — 

A UCC pastor f or more tkan 23 years, Tim came to Atl anta fromPenngylvania. As Conference M inister, ke serves as 
pastor to tke Soutkeast's pastors and leaders, and as coordinator of tke many expressions of tke UCC in tke Soutkeast. 

Rev. Fred W. Coulter, Conference Associate for Congregational Renewal & Development — 

A pastor in severa 1 UCC ck urckes in New England, Fred is ounrently working on kis PkD in Family Studies at tke 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville. He will work witk congregations as tkey develop and enkance tkeir work togetker, 

Ms. Joyce C. HoUyday, Canferenm Assadaie for Spiritual Development & Communiiif Building — 
An autl^ imd sietmbt, Joyce krin^s ker ^sst-kand knowledge of eommunity and social justice to kear Conference work of 
renewing &^^^^€'^t^m iiGjS.■^^3x& study, prayer and tkeological reflection on our livea togetkej and in tke world. 

Rev. Rickard W. -Sales, Conference Associate for Mission D&velopment & UCC Ideniitu — 

Having spent 30 years on tke mission field in Africa — including years as a founder, instructor and administrator in 

UCC-affikated educational institutions — Dick krings a powerful klend of knowledge and mission experience to kia role. 

Ms. Ckeri L. LiOvell, Director for Conference Communications — 

A keel ance marketing consu Itant ana writer, Ck eri concentrates her effort on enkancing tke communication and 
connection ketween ckurckes and individuals across tke Conference tkrougk newsletters and tke Conference wekgite. 
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Congregational UCC of Birmingkam will celebrate its Komecoming on 
NdveiiJber 9.. CongratuJatians! 

^^TKanks trom Anne Ariail, Conference DiBaster Relief Coordinator^ to all vAio 
worked, prayed, and sKared tKeir concern during tke Burned Ckurck rekuilding 
efforts, pleasant Ridge UCC in Greens toro, NC, is looking forward to its 
upcoming dedication in late Decemkex/early January. Tke neid rekuilding project 

is glated for tke Soutk Georgia/Nortkem Florida region. 

Phenix Citizen GooJMews of Pkenix City, AL,, recen tly cove re d tke 
presentation of a ckeck for ^400 from Rusaell Woods Congregational Ckristian 
Ckurck and its Women's Fellowskip, to tke Russell County Tn-Aid Ckild 
Advocacy Center. Tke East Alabama/W est Georgia Women's Fellowskip kas been 
active in its support for Tri-Aid's Battered Women's Skelter, wkiek received a 
$2,000 grant from tke Coordinating Center for Women in 199^- 




Subscriptions & memberskips — 

• Prism f a journal of diverse tkeologi- 
ca Irefl ection on issues or ministry, 
faitk andi intBsion. Sponsored by 
UCC seminaries; $10 for one year 

• Joy in tke Word! , a Confessing 
Unnat news letter ' encouraging se- 
rious and faitkful tkeological re- 
flection in tke ckurck today." 
Send a contribution to Confessing 
Ckrist, PO Box 435, DeForest, 

WI 53532-0435 

• Common Lot, from tke UCC Coor- 
dinating Center for Women, about 

women and women's issues. Call 

216 736 2150 to join. 



OCLL's latest addition to The Lead- 
ership Pile provides resources for Spe- 
cial Sundayg (including Ataistad 
Sunday), clergy self-care, meeting 
and worskip ideas, and more. Back 
ckurck received one copy, kut addi- 
tional packets may be obtained ($5 
for eacn set of file folders) from UC 
Resources: 800/325 706l. 



Tke UCBHM and P imrim Press 
(Dtviston of Hducatioii & Piiklica- 
tion) offers a folder ftdl of materials 

about educational and curriculurh re- 
sources, wkick also includes several 
UCC resource papers. Call UCBHM 
at 216/736 3782 to order a package. 



Tke Kerygma Program offers Bible 
study resources for adult audiences, 
including tkree year-long Founda- 
tional Courses, ten "aeme-ster" Elec- 
tive Studies, as well as skort season- 
speciric stuaies. Used by more tkatl 
11,000 congregations from many 
denominations, tke Kerygma materi- 
als may be ordered directly: 800/537 

9462. 
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A kturgicai resource is available from 
tke UCC National C ommittee on 
Y'emons witk Disakilities, an d tke 
Committee t^ets its assistance to 
congregations considering disability 
and accessibility needs. Call Rev. 
David Denkam at 216/736 3277 or 
301/416 7199. Tke affikated Men- 
tal llljliess Netr#*|. (UCC) can ke 
reaeke'd at 815/786 6341. 

Global Ministries, a common mission 
of tke UCC and Disciples, provides 
several resources for ckurckes: 
brockures on How to Host a Mission- 
ary and The Missionary Relationship 
Program, as well as a montkly pkoto- 
0opiable bulletin insert. For more 
info, call tke Office for Missionary 
Relationskips: 317/635 3100. 

Need ideas for a Ckrist-centered koli- 
day tkia year? Tke H un^er Action 
of tke UCC orterg Wh ose 
BirtftJety la It, Anyway?, an Ad- 
vent/Ckristmaa i^gource tkat includes 
games, stories, lectionaiy- based re- 
flections, a Idlsf]iaB|3^^i^ ami, siaapler- 
kving ideas. 800/821 6153 
□ 

Looking to dialogue witk otkerg 
working Lo rebut tke claims of tke 
"rekgious ri dkt"? Ck eck out tke wek- 
site of UCC Rev. JameEi Watfcins. 
Called "Mainstream Opinion," tke 
site's komepage address is 
www. mainsireamop^^orff. 

□ 

Visit tke UCC s komepade at 
www.uca.org. And don't forget to add 
your name and e-mad address to tke 
Conference e-mail directory — just 
drop a note to Ckeri Lovell at 
alovell@emory.edu . 



<^ At an event sponsored by tke UCC and National 
Council of Ckurckes, TV critic and keynote speaker 
Robert I. ^issit ckallenged tke nation's network newa 
producers to abandon "body bag journalism, " and con- 
centrate on solid reporting on government, education, 
consumer news, and race relations. 

<^ Nearly 30 years ago, tke UCC Office of Commu- 
nication was instrumental in tke successful pusk to 
estabksk Equal Employment Opportunity rules for 
government agencies. Recently, tke Office became 
lead petitioner in a "friend of trie couitt" brief to tke 
U.S. Supreme Court in a case involving two New Jer- 
sey teackers vying for tke same job. 

<^ Tke UCBHM's Amenc an Missionary Associa- 
tion is organizing a network ©f lawyers to advise con- 
ferences and local ckurckes on issues of justice — suck 
as kelping a local ckurck tkat is struggling to interpret 
tke welfare reform bill recently passed by Congress. 
Interested attorneys skould call Rev. Allison Pkillipa 

at 216/736 3260. 

<^ Accord ing to a national study by tke Rev. Jane 
Heckles, Associate Conference Minister for tke 
Sotitkem California Conference, ckurckes wko be- 
come "O pen an d Affi rming" — affirming gay and les- 
bian members into tke full life of tke ckurck — not 
only increase memberskip by an average of 19%, tkey 
increase giving by 12%! Heckles bekev^ tke intense 
study and dialogue members go tkrougk before voting 
energizes tkem into a new and more fai tkful relation^ 
skip to God. For a seven-session Open and Affirming 

Study Packet (|30), call 508/856 9316. ' 

Preparations are under way for tke 18tk Plenary 
of tke Consultation on Ckurck Union (CQCU), to bc 
keld Jan 20-24, 1999 in St. Louia, MO. Ratkertkaa 

focusing on approval of a document, tke agenda will 
look to deled atea to determine COCU' s next steps. 

^ tJCBWM released its Quarterly Disaster Report, 
reviewing work witk Bosnia Relief, Landmine Relief, 
tke Nortk Korea Food Crisis, Skoes for Ukraine, and 
Zaire Refugee Crisis. Tke Office of Global S baring 
of Resources included U.S. disaster relief as well- '97 
Mid wes i/Soutk storms: flooding in tke NE, r acme 
NW smjk West Coast; and ekuxski sek^ding. 

^^iD Making Our Churches Safe for All , a resource pro- 
duce d ky tke OCLL, UCBHM and I nsurance B oard, 
provides local ckurckes witk materials to develop poli- 
cies to prevent and deal witk clergy/leader sexual ka- 
rassment and abuse. Tke resource packet wag mailed 
to all UCC ckurckes last wintwc, an dadd itional copies 
may ke requested from tke sponsoring national botlies. 
O n a related note, tke Coordinating Center for 
Women offers a brockure about tke UCC Fund for 
Victims of Sexual Harassment (216/736 2150). 

UCC Historical Essay PriTie 

Tke Historical Council of tke UCC announces tke 
1997-98 competition for tke best ess.iy on some as- 
pect of tke k istory of tke UCC and/or any of its an- 
tecedent traditions. Essays skould ke no more tkan 
4,000 words, and usust be received by May 1, 1998- 
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CLERGY CLUSTER MEETINGS 

All clergy are invited to tUege regional gath&rings Nov 14-15 



UPCOMING EVENTS 



• Grreater Adanta — Nov 6 

12-2:30p, First Confjregalional UCC, Atlanta 

• Temiessee — Nov 13 

10a-3p EST at Pilg rim Congregational, 
CkattanGQga 

. SC/GA Coast — Nov 18 

5-8p, First Congregational UCC, 

• S . Ala/NW Pla ^ Nov 20 

6:30p CST, Anialtisia/ Alabama 

ASgOdLAnON MEETINGS 

Dec 5-6 

EAIVWGA Ministerial Ckriatmas Party 




Program Committee Planning Retreat 
An Important gathering for all memhers of all Commission Boards 
an J ttte chairs of off Associatwn committees. At this retreat, mission 
statements, goals an J ohjeaiives for 1998-99 wrllL 
aevelopeJ and refined, and we will review the new 
Covenant far Growth & Renewal. Attendance and 
participation in this event is essentia I for all ih ose 
holJifig leadership roles in the Conference or their 
association. Please notify tlie Conference of- 
fice if you will te «nalile to attend.. 

Jan 9-10 

Board of Directorg Meeting 
at Simpsonwood Retreat Center, Norcross GA 



C, 



risis Response 



Jan 17-19 

Training 

L^ed hy the Office of Church Life and leadership, a t Si mpsonwood 
Retreat Center, Norcross GA. Call Tim Downs for more information. 



To include yotir meeting in tke calendar, send details to tke Conference office hy tke IStli 



